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A Summary of Matthey and day o 0. At
the beginning of the chapter, John the Baptlst had been beheaded and John s disciples had

come to tell Jesus the news. Upon hearing this, Jesus tried to retreat to a remote, quiet
place but was faced, yet again, with a crowd following Him. He had compassion on the
crowd, healed the sick and ministered there all day. Later in the day, the disciples urged
Jesus to send the crowd on back to town because they were in a desert with nothing to eat.
Jesus said, “No, we’ll feed them here.” He performed a miracle by feeding 5000 men (plus
women and children) with only a few pieces of bread and a few fishes. When all had eaten
and were filled, Jesus told His disciples to get in the boat and go on ahead of Him to the
other side. He still needed to be alone with the Father. The disciples were obedient to the
command and they left. They had traveled a good distance into the water when the wind
arose and began to toss the boat violently. Jesus, walking on the water and saw them. When
they saw Him they were terrified, cried out and said, “Look, a ghost!!!” He told them,
“Take courage. Do not fear. It is 1.” Peter said, “If it’s you, Lord, tell me to come to you”
and Jesus said, “Come”. Peter stepped out of the boat and onto the crashing waves.

The whole chapter paints a picture of the fact that the men in this boat were all followers of

Christ. They had been through a lot in one day and they had not left His side. They had

just seen what it could cost them to be associated with this Jesus. It had cost John the

~ Baptist his head."They had seen the healing miracles in the crowd that day. Then they
witnessed the grand finale of feeding literally thousands with less food than it would take to

fill a grown man’s stomach. At the conclusion of the evening, they obeyed when they didn’t

3 want to. Scripture says that Jesus ‘constrained’ them to go. Maybe the news of John the
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Baptist still had them shaken.or_ maybe they could tell there was a storm.brewing. FoFwe.
hateverm,_they-d-rdn’mm_tn:g['-ahaad-ef Hmﬁut He gave the word an%
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obeyed His-eemmand. They-were-Jesus.followe all.to be Hisd
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side. Just look at the boo : 00 on channels.
It’s everywhere. This has caused the church’ to be afrald of any of it so we avoid it at all
cost and in doing so, we’ve missed the power and glory that we were created to carry. It
should be the ‘church’, the Body of Christ that is demonstrating this supernatural power
that a supernatural God created and intended us to carry. Because we have failed to step
up to the plate, the enemy has taken what God created, has imitated it and now the world is
eating it up. The problem is they are eating from the wrong source. Here is a picture of how
that looked back then. The disciples had been with Jesus all day and weren’t afraid or
offended. Yet, when He appeared to them in a supernatural way instead of the natural way
they were accustomed to, they thought He was from the dark side. Can you see the
parallel? When the church hears about Him from the pulpit, in a way that they’re
accustomed to, it’s all good but when they hear of someone encountering Him in a
supernatural way like in a dream or a vision, they freak and call it new age! When they
hear of someone releasing angels, seeing angels, etc. they immediately call it false. When
they hear of a place that casts out demons, they call it extreme even though we are
commanded to do it. People, it’s time the church got out of the boat but they just aren’t
convinced that what they are seeing and hearing is Jesus. They still believe it’s a ghost and
they are terrified. Jesus recognized the terror that was on the disciples that night. Notice

_the first words He spoke to them were ‘take courage’. He released courage to every disciple
in the boat. Peter was the only one that ‘took it’ or as we would say, received it. He’s
offering and releasing courage to every born again believer in the world today and only a
few are taking it.

Even with courage being |ven from-the mouth-of the Master Himself, it seems-that the__ —
other disciples.trusted-in the-st-mctume—efgh:;bnat l;hat-mght to protect.them from the
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your own understanding.” Keep in mind that when you hear that Voice of Truth tell you to
step out, there will always be those well meaning folks that want to keep you safe in the
boat, in the church, in your ‘ministry’, in tradition, in religion. You may be the only one
willing to step out of the boat. You may have to take a stand against those whom you’ve
walked with a long time. You may have to leave them behind. The invitation to the
supernatural way we were meant to live has been given. “Come”, He says. The ‘voice of
reason’ and the ‘Voice of Truth’ will always be around opposing each other. The question
is: whose voice will you listen to and obey?




